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Resumo 
 
 

Valadão, Rodrigo Borges; Sgarbi, Adrian Varjão. A definição de norma 
jurídica na teoria pura do direito. Rio de Janeiro, 2008. 132p. 
Dissertação de Mestrado - Departamento de Direito, Pontifícia 
Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

 
 

 A dissertação tem por objetivo analisar a evolução do conceito de norma 

jurídica na Teoria Pura do Direito, de Hans Kelsen, tendo como marcos principais 

as seguintes obras: i) Problemas Fundamentais da Teoria do Direito Público, de 

1911; ii) Teoria Geral do Estado, de 1925; iii) Teoria Pura do Direito (1ª edição), 

de 1934; iv) Teoria Geral do Direito e do Estado, de 1945; v) Teoria Pura do 

Direito (2ª edição), de 1960; e vi) Teoria Geral das Normas, de 1979. Após uma 

breve introdução, onde se define a “norma jurídica“ como o objeto da ciência 

proposta por Kelsen, será analisada a contribuição dada por cada uma destas obras 

para a construção do referido conceito, bem como dos conceitos correlatos. 

 
 

Palavras-chave: 

Teoria Pura do Direito; Ciência do Direito; Hans Kelsen; Norma Jurídica; 

Proposição Jurídica. 
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Abstract: 

 

Valadão, Rodrigo Borges; Sgarbi, Adrian Varjão. The Definition of Legal 
Norm in The Pure Theory Of Law. Rio de Janeiro, 2008. 132p. 
Dissertação de Mestrado - Departamento de Direito, Pontifícia 
Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro. 

 

 The present work has as its main purpose to analyze the evolution of the 

concept of legal norm in Hans Kelsen´s Pure Theory of Law, as given by the 

follow main works: i) Main Problems of Public Law, from 1911; ii) General 

Theory of State, from 1925; iii) Pure Theory of Law (1st edition), from 1934; iv) 

General Theory of Law and State, from 1945; v) Pure Theory of Law (2nd 

edition), from 1960; and vi) General Theory of Norms, from 1979. After a brief 

introduction, where “legal norm” is established as the object of Kelsen´s legal 

science, will be analyzed the contribution given for each of these works for the 

construction of this concept, and so for other nearby concepts. 

 
 
 

Keywords 

Pure Theory of Law; Science of Law, Hans Kelsen; Legal Norm; 

Proposition of Law. 
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“Some commentators have expressed 

exasperation in the face of what they regard as 

Kelsen´s obscurities and have dismissed some of 

his central doctrines as confused. I myself have 

not escaped the occasional feeling of despair in 

struggling to fathom the meaning of some of his 

theses. But I have always had the sense that he 

was a philosopher grappling with some of the 

more difficult problems of legal philosophy, 

problems the complexity of which he often 

understood better than anyone. All too often I 

have discovered that my sense of puzzlement at 

some of his doctrines was due to my failure to 

grasp the difficulties which Kelsen tackled and 

was striving to solve. His central doctrines have 

acquired for me a somewhat haunting character. 

Every time I return to them I discover new depths 

and new insights which had escaped me before.” 

Joseph Raz1 

                                                           
1 RAZ, Joseph [1981]. The Purity of the Pure Theory. In: PAULSON, Stanley et PAULSON, 
Bonnie L. (Org). Normativity and Norms. Critical Perspectives on Kelsenian Themes. Oxford: 
Clarendon Press, 1998, p. 237. 
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